502      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
Nothing your enemies, through their envy and hatred, may bring against you will ever make me respect, and esteem you the less. When I heard you had been relieved, and was going away, I felt as if I had lost one of my dearest friends by death. I would like to have had the privilege of bidding you good bye when you left the Point, but surrounded by the Great, I was afraid to approach, though I dare say there was not one who felt deeper regret than I did.
Let what may happen, one true heart will forever beat with gratitude and love for you.
Your humble, but devoted friend, D. D. BULMAN
From Assistant Secretary of War Dana
War Department, January 16th, 1865, 8.30 P M. [Not in chronological order]
Lieutenant-General GRANT, CITY POINT
RBPOETS have lately reached this Department of an extensive trade with the rebels carried on through Norfolk. One of these reports estimates the amount sent out from within our lines there at $100,000 daily. Provisions for Lee's army are said to be the main article of export. Boats are said to be sent through on each side with unbroken cargoes. General Butler, who has just arrived here, renews the general statement without specifying any amount of business. He says the trade is carried on under the recent orders of the Treasury Department for buying the products of the rebel States, and allowing one-fourth of the value to go back in supplies. He has shown me a memorandum, which he says is in the handwriting of a rebel quartermaster, respecting proposals to exchange cotton for provisions upon this basis. It is also reported from the West that extensive arrangements have been made to supply the rebel armies there with food and other necessaries from within our lines under cover of the same Treasury orders. Please cause the facts at Norfolk to be investigated, and advise this Department what action you deem to be necessary in the premises upon military grounds.
C. A. DANA, Assistant Secretary of War
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